Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #9
             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Arletta Thomas, (Rehab.); Kayla Gonder;  Lori Graeff, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Dennis Croutharmel; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Baby Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Ray Meredith; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman, (Hosp); Jerry Valentine;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                      [image: image1.emf]


                                  FEBRUARY 27, 2022
      Transfiguration Sunday 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
              Please note: Valleys has a new email!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 27, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Transfiguration Sunday 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Norine Goss                  
L:   It is easy to stand here in the valley of our comfort.
P:  We know what to expect and what is expected of us.
L:  But Christ calls us to the mountain top to receive a new vision.
P:  We are not sure we are ready for that.
L:  Place your hope and trust in Christ, for He is your guide.
P:  Let us open our hearts to Christ, ready for the vision he places before us. AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Norine Goss
Lord, it seems so long ago that we heard your words at Jesus’ baptism. You reminded us that he is your beloved Son with whom you are well pleased. Again today we hear your words that we are to listen to him, to pay attention. Open our hearts this day, Lord, to hear the words of Jesus, to follow in his footsteps, and to serve You. For we ask this in Christ’s Name. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Exodus 34:29-35               (See Insert)  Theresa Miller
Psalm: Psalm 99 (Responsively)      (See Insert)   Pastor
N. Test.: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2      (See Insert)  Ed Berra
Hymn -            “May Jesus Christ Be Praised”         Page 87
* Gospel: Luke 9:28-36                   (See Insert)  Pastor                     
Sermon:                  “The Face of Glory”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                    “We Will Glorify”             Page 72
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today February 27, 2022  Transfiguration Sunday!  Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Feb. 20 was 29.
Face book views for Feb. 20 as of Feb. 23 was 35.
Face book views for Feb. 13 as of Feb. 23 was 51.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Feb.  27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Eighth Sunday after Epiphany
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online            
Mar.   2 - ASH WEDNESDAY - 7:00PM - Ash Wednesday Service - In-person and online
Mar.   6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - First Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Organist - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Mar. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Second Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

LAY READERS: Feb. 27 - Theresa Miller, Ed Berra; Mar. 2 Ash Wednesday - To be announced; Mar. 6 - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger; Mar. 13 - Gerry Wiest, Doris Hand
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 27 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Mar. 6 - Donna Novinger; Mar. 13 - Laurel Guertin 
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
EASTER FLOWERS: See Donna Novinger to order your Easter flowers on Sundays after Worship service. All orders and money must be in by Sunday March 6th.  Available flowers:

6” Tulips - $11.00 each          8” Tulips - $18.00 each
6” Daffodils - $11.00 each      8” Daffodils - $15.00 each
6” Lily - $13.00 each         4” African Violets - $5.00 (for shut-ins)
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday Mar. 8, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Fish (fish sticks for kids), macaroni & cheese, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Mar. 3rd. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

SCRIPTURE READING - O. Test. - Exodus 34:29-35 (NLT)
29 When Moses came down Mount Sinai carrying the two stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant, he wasn’t aware that his face had become radiant because he had spoken to the

Lord. 30 So when Aaron and the people of Israel saw the radiance of Moses’ face, they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called out to them and asked Aaron and all the leaders of the community to come over, and he talked with them. 32 Then all the people of Israel approached him, and Moses gave them all the instructions the

Lord had given him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses finished speaking with them, he covered his face with a veil. 34 But whenever he went into the Tent of Meeting to speak with the Lord, he would remove the veil until he came out again. Then he would give the people whatever instructions the Lord had given him, 35 and the people of Israel would see the radiant glow of his face. So he would put the veil over his face until he returned to speak with the Lord.
2nd Reading - Psalm 99:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The Lord is king! Let the nations tremble! He sits on his throne between the cherubim.  Let the whole earth quake!
2 The Lord sits in majesty in Jerusalem,
 exalted above all the nations.
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name. Your name is holy!
4 Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established fairness. You have acted with justice and righteousness throughout Israel.
5 Exalt the Lord our God! Bow low before his feet, for he is holy!
6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests; Samuel also called on his name. They cried to the Lord for help, and he answered them.
7 He spoke to Israel from the pillar of cloud, and they followed the laws and decrees he gave them.
8 O Lord our God, you answered them. You were a forgiving God to them, but you punished them when they went wrong.
9 Exalt the Lord our God,
and worship at his holy mountain in Jerusalem, for the Lord our God is holy!
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 (NLT)
12 Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel would not see the glory, even though it was destined to fade away. 14 But the people’s minds were hardened, and to this day whenever the old covenant is being read, the same veil covers their minds so they cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be removed only by believing in Christ. 15 Yes, even today when they read Moses’ writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, and they do not understand. 16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 4 Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new way, we never give up. 2 We reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to trick anyone or distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and all who are honest know this.
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 9:28-36 (NLT)
28 About eight days later Jesus took Peter, John, and James up on a mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly, two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared and began talking with Jesus.

31 They were glorious to see. And they were speaking about his exodus from this world, which was about to be fulfilled in Jerusalem. 32 Peter and the others had fallen asleep. When they woke up, they saw Jesus’ glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As Moses and Elijah were starting to leave, Peter, not even knowing what he was saying, blurted out, “Master, it’s wonderful for us to be here! Let’s make three shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 34 But even as he was saying this, a cloud overshadowed them, and terror gripped them as the cloud covered them.35 Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him.” 36 When the voice finished, Jesus was there alone. They didn’t tell anyone at that time what they had seen.
Hymn: “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg 87 Red hymnal)    
Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Würzburg, 1828; Translated by Edward Caswall   Public Domain Music: Joseph Barnby   LAUDES DOMINI
Verse 1   When morning gilds the skies,

 My heart awakening cries,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Alike at work and prayer To Jesus I repair,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Verse 2    Does sadness fill my mind?

A solace here I find,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Verse 3     The night becomes as day,

When from the heart we say,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

The pow’rs of darkness fear When this sweet chant they hear,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Verse 4     Ye nations of mankind,

In this your concord find,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Let all the earth around Ring joyous with the sound,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Verse 5      Sing, suns and stars of space,

Sing, ye that see His face,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

God’s whole creation o’er, For aye and evermore

May Jesus Christ be praised!    
Verse 6       Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this th’eternal song Thro’ all the ages long,

May Jesus Christ be praised!   Amen.  
Link for Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg.  87):
https://youtu.be/WXBLXbqMn8Q?t=1  (organ with words onscreen)
https://youtu.be/og7-iwTF3O8?t=1  (with singing, no words onscreen)
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *******************************************************
History of Hymn “We Will Glorify”:   “We Will Glorify” is a song of exaltation and adoration as those assembled offer praise to the almighty God who is above all. The first-person plural language indicates that it is for a corporate worship gathering and the direction of the praise is from the singers toward God. Twila Paris, the author of this hymn was born in Fort Worth, Texas in 1958, is one of the leading Contemporary Christian artists of recent years. Ms. Paris comes from a family of ministers and musicians. She has released 22 albums, amassed 33 number one singles and won numerous awards. She was encouraged to sing in church from a young age by her father, a minister and songwriter. After graduating from high school and a year of study in a Bible school, she focused on singing and Christian composition. 

    As someone who has been in the profession for over two decades, she talks about how changes in her life have affected her compositions; “When God calls us to do something, even if we enter a new season in our lives, He finds a way to enable us. Yes, it’s a challenge, but it’s clear what God is doing, where He’s leading and what He’s enabling me to do. I have to be more intentional and disciplined about my songwriting now that I’m a mother. It’s not as spontaneous as it used to be, but the fact that I’ve been able to approach writing in a different way 20-plus years on and the fact that there are opportunities to record and do things in a fresh way, and that people are still listening, it’s like God is making a way -- to quote Don Moen -- and I believe He is doing just that… So as long as the Lord keeps opening these doors, I’ll be faithful to walk through them.” 

Link for hymn: We Will Glorify”  Page 72
      https://youtu.be/Iz7umrEinZc?t=97
Hymn: “We Will Glorify” (Page 72 Red hymnal)
  WE WILL GLORIFY Public Domain
Twila Paris    CCLI Song # 19038 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  We will glorify the King of kings
We will glorify the Lamb
We will glorify the Lord of lords
Who is the great I Am
Verse 2  Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty
We will bow before His throne
We will worship Him in righteousness
We will worship Him alone
Verse 3  He is Lord of heaven Lord of earth
He is Lord of all who live
He is Lord above the universe
All praise to Him we give
Verse 4  Hallelujah to the King of kings
Hallelujah to the Lamb
Hallelujah to the Lord of lords
Who is the great I Am     
CANDY FUNDRAISER; There are brochures and order forms available on the cupboard at the church front door if you wish to take one to take candy orders.  There are order forms on the table in the narthex if you wish to put on a church order. If you have questions, please see Bridget Campbell. All Checks should be made out to The Valleys E.C.C.  Paper orders and online orders being shipped to the church are due Sunday March 6.  Online orders being shipped to person are due Sunday April 3rd.
PLEASE NOTE: VALLEYS HAS A NEW EMAIL! 
It is valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com or 

Valleysecc.Halifax@gmail.com will work also. 

We will be discontinuing the Verizon email at some point.
NEW DIRECTORY: If anyone has a new address or a new addition to your family to be included in the updated directory, please email the church. We are currently transitioning to a new email ValleysEcc.Halifax@GMail.com (At this time you can use both Verizon email and Gmail until transition is complete and any possible glitches are worked out.)
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $35.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.
History of Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg. 87):
Nothing is known of the original writer of this text other than the fact that he was a German. The hymn first appeared in a German hymnal in 1828. It was translated to English by Edward Caswall (1814-1878) in 1853, music was composed by Joseph Barnaby (1838-1896) in 1868. The Tune Name is “Laudes Domini” which means “Praise to the Lord.” Other writers also attempted English translations of this text, but Caswall's work in 1853 became the most widely used both in England and in the United States. Throughout his life Caswall kept adding new verses to this work until eventually this hymn included twenty-eight stanzas. "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth." Psalm 34:1
  One of the important sources of English hymnody is the wealth of worthy hymns translated from earlier Greek, Latin and German sources during the mid-nineteenth century. This particular interest by many English writers in the hymns from these other cultures was a part of a movement within the Anglican Church known as the Oxford Movement. The rediscovery of the writings of the Middle Ages was very important during this time. An important emphasis of this movement was an attempt by these leaders to rejuvenate the Anglican Church by making it more "high church" and to re-establish the concept of the church as the true Apostolic Church ordained by Christ Himself. Much of this concern was a reaction to  what  was  felt to  be a looseness within the church caused by 
the Evangelical influence and its emphasis on the individual and his need for a personal conversion experience. 
The Oxford Movement began in 1833 with a sermon by John Keble (author of "Sun of My Soul" (No. 851) entitled "National 
History of Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Continued)
Apostasy." For several years this movement tenaciously directed religious England. During this time many of the leading Anglicans actually seceded to the Roman Church in their obsession with having a more liturgical and authoritative church. One of these leaders was Edward Caswall, one of the best-known scholars and translators of the earlier writings. He was born in Edgbaston, Birmingham, England in 1814. Later he graduated from the distinguished Oxford College and was ordained by the Anglican Church at 
the age of twenty-six. While at Oxford Caswall became involved in the Oxford Movement. After pastoring a parish church at Stratford for seven years, he resigned that charge  and  with  his wife traveled to Rome, where they were both received into the Roman Church. Three years later his wife died, and soon he became an ordained priest in the Roman Catholic Church. From this time until his death in 1878 Caswall made it his life's mission to faithfully translate the early hymns for the services of the Catholic Church. Another well-known hymn translated from the Latin is "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee" (No. 49).

Joseph Barnby was born on August 12, 1838, in London, England. In addition to many other musical accomplishments, he edited five important hymnals. He was later knighted by Queen Victoria in 1892 in recognition of his many musical feats. He is also the composer for the hymns "Now the Day Is Over" (No. 63), and "O Perfect Love" (101 More Hymn Stories, No. 69).

Psalm 69:34  Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and everything that moves therein. This is one verse of several that go with this song. It illustrates the importance of human beings praising God. If the heaven and earth will praise him, we, and God’s children, definitely should praise him.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #9
  

February 27, 2022          
       “The Face Of Glory”

   
      
                          Transfiguration Sunday
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: It is easy to stand here in the valley of our comfort.
P: We know what to expect and what is expected of us.
L: But Christ calls us to the mountain top to receive a new vision.
P: We are not sure we are ready for that.
L: Place your hope and trust in Christ, for He is your guide.
P: Let us open our hearts to Christ, ready for the vision he places before us. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, it seems so long ago that we heard your words at Jesus’ baptism. You reminded us that he is your beloved Son with whom you are well pleased. Again today we hear your words that we are to listen to him, to pay attention. Open our hearts this day, Lord, to hear the words of Jesus, to follow in his footsteps, and to serve You. For we ask this in Christ’s Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Exodus 34:29-35
Responsive: Psalm 99
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
*Gospel: Luke 9:28-36
Meditation:

“The Face Of Glory”


If I were to ask you to change one thing about your appearance, what would it be? I think we all have features we’re not all that happy with, at least I know I do. When we’re younger we maybe want to be taller, stronger, etc. Once we get older we may focus on greying hair, wrinkles, excess weight, and so on. A big part of our desire to change our appearance is so that we hope people will see us as we want to be seen, not as we really are. As we consider Jesus and his Transfiguration he is changed from how he wanted to be seen by his disciples (human) into who he really is: the Messiah, God’s Anointed. Needless to say, the Transfiguration had a profound impact on the disciples’ understanding of who Jesus is. 


The Transfiguration is recorded in 3 of the 4 Gospels, and John alludes to it in chapter 1 of his Gospel. Peter testifies to it in 2 Peter 1. The New Testament writers clearly want to make sure that we understand how important the event of the Transfiguration is. So today we take care to remember it. 


An important aspect of understanding scripture is to ask ourselves, “why did the author include or exclude certain things in their writings?” Shortly before this event, the disciples were with Jesus on the Sea of Galilee during a violent storm in which Jesus rebuked the wind and waves and brought calm (Luke 8:25). They asked themselves, “who is this?” He performed several other miracles, all of which pointed to who Jesus was, but also raised questions. King Herod had similar questions as the disciples. “Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” (Luke 9:9). Then when Jesus has them alone and questions them first about who people are saying he is, and then asks them, “who do you say I am?” Peter then replies, “you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 


It’s in the wake of these previous events that the Transfiguration takes place. Jesus’ identity is being slowly revealed in his teachings and his miracles, or signs. Now his physical appearance is changed to reveal the glory of who he is: The Messiah. 


Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a mountain to pray. While they’re praying Jesus’ appearance changes. His face is glowing. His clothes become as bright as a flash of lightning. And if that’s not dramatic enough, Moses and Elijah are with them. Jesus appearance has echoes of God’s glory from the Old Testament, as well as the prophet Daniel’s description of the ‘Son of Man.’ The presence of Moses and Elijah represent the twin pillars of Jewish religious identity; Moses representing the law, and Elijah representing the prophets. None of the symbolism would have been lost on the three disciples, or any future Jewish readers. Then, just to make sure no one missed the point, God’s voice is heard from the cloud, just like at Jesus’ baptism, but with a new nuance. “this is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” God speaking at the Transfiguration validates Jesus’ identity, activity, and mission all the way to the cross. 


How can we best respond to the glory of God revealed in Jesus’ identity? Firstly, like the Gospel writers and Peter, James, and John we can tell others what we know of Jesus. We can share how we’ve experienced God’s love through the person of Jesus Christ in our words and actions.


Secondly, we can take Jesus up on his invitation to come and follow him, and ‘see.’ We can choose to listen to him instead of all the voices in our culture that clamor for our attention and allegiance. We can do our best to do the things he’s asking us to do in how we relate to God and each other, namely, to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We can seek his guidance and direction in how to live out those commands in specific ways, not just in generalities. 


Thirdly, we can follow the examples of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus in that they continually sought God in prayer. I am convinced that a big part of what made each of them so effective in their lives was that they sought God in relationship through prayer. They needed and wanted God’s guidance in everything. Can we say the same about our own lives?


Moses was said to have spent so much time with God that his face literally glowed. The Gospels tell us that Jesus took regular times of prayer to be alone with his Heavenly Father in order to be faithful to what God wanted Jesus to do, and to have the energy and vision to do it. They were open to being transformed by being in the presence of God. We are invited to be transformed by being with God too. 


As we enter this year’s Lenten season, I invite you to experience God in a deeper, richer way. I invite you to be open to God’s transformative work in your lives as you spend time alone with God in prayer and praise, confession and lament, and in wonder before the mystery of God’s divine, all pursuing love that’s found only in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We picture the mountain top experience of the disciples, Peter, James and John, chosen to go up to the mountain top with Jesus, to receive a new vision. But it wasn’t what was expected. They were awed and frightened. They didn’t know what to do. One wanted to build special festival booths for Moses, Elijah and Jesus, where people could come to receive healing and blessing. It would have been so easy to stay up on the mountain and never again to descend to the hungering valley below. But Jesus has work for us to do. We are called to receive the blessing, not for ourselves alone, but to give it to others; to offer healing, mercy, forgiveness, compassion, hope and peace.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

These are difficult things to do in the face of the anger and hostilities that seem to abound in the world. We are not alone. God is with us. Just as we have asked for God’s healing mercies in the prayers we have offered for others, so we are recipients of God’s love and strength. Feel the power of God’s love flooding over you, coursing through your veins, encompassing your spirit! Let God’s strength and hope abide in you. Then be prepared to go and bring that blessing to others, in the name of Jesus Christ.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

As you go this week, may you experience the presence of God with joy. May God’s holy cloud comfort and restore you. May God’s voice encourage you. May the power of the Spirit transform you, transform us, transform our world. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
